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The PIMS student data that DRC 

receives in the spring for PSSA  

repor�ng will also be used to calcu-

late each school’s par�cipa�on 

rate.  

In order for the Department to 

ensure that all eligible students are 

accounted for in the calcula�on, 

every public student enrolled in 

grades 3 – 8 at the end of the PSSA 

tes�ng windows will be included in 

this PIMS file and they will be in-

cluded in the school’s par�cipa�on 

calcula�on. Therefore, it is impera-

�ve that an answer booklet is    

returned for every student eligible 

for the PSSA.  

This includes students who are not 

par�cipa�ng because of recent 

medical emergencies, parental 

exclusions, or other reasons.     

First-year ELL students who are not  

required to a/empt the ELA assess-

ment must have an ELA answer 

booklet returned. It is the responsi-

bility of each public school to    

ensure that all of its students are 

administered the exam, whether 

the student is being educated  

within the district or tes�ng in an 

out-of-district placement, or that a 

booklet is returned. 

DRC’s PSSA Correc�ons System will 

provide an opportunity for districts 

to match students to their test 

records if a match is not made  

automa�cally via PIMS data.      

Districts will not be able to add any 

students to the popula�on that is 

iden�fied by PIMS, nor can a test 

record be added if a booklet was 

not returned for a student or if the 

student’s booklet was returned 

incorrectly. 

PDE will be providing more detailed 

informa�on on this new require-

ment in the upcoming PSSA Admin-

istra�on Training sessions and oth-

er PIMS-related correspondence 

and webinars.  

2016 PSSA Par"cipa"on Based on PIMS Data 

PSSA Grade Par"cipa"on 
Students in grades 3–8 must par�cipate in the PSSAs applicable to each grade. Results from the English Language 

Arts, Mathema�cs, and Science assessments will be used for accountability repor�ng.  

New this year, a student must be assessed at the grade level he/she has a&ained at the �me of the assessment win-

dow. PDE no longer requires a student to be tested at his/her grade level as of October 1 of the current school year.  

This new policy is meant to ensure that a student’s grade in the PIMS file for PSSA repor�ng and par�cipa�on will 

PSSA Grade Par�cipa�on con�nued on page 2 
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CDT Con�nues to Grow 

In August 2015, DRC expanded the role of the Device Toolkit so that all devices could be configured and managed for online 

tes�ng through a single-source pla7orm. The 2015/2016 Classroom Diagnos�c Tools (CDTs) was the first online assessment to 

benefit from the expanded toolkit.  The result has been con�nued growth in the use of laptops, iPads, and Chromebooks as the 

management of these devices is now streamlined with more tradi�onal school computers.  

The CDT also con�nues to see increased par�cipa�on as familiarity with the usefulness of the diagnos�c tool expands across the 

Commonwealth. The mul�ple-choice CDT assessments are designed to provide diagnos�c informa�on to guide instruc�on and 

interven�on for students in grades 3 through high school. The CDTs are based on content covered by the PSSA and Keystone  

Exams and include an interac�ve repor�ng suite that is fully integrated with the Standards Aligned System (SAS) and fully aligned 

to the Pennsylvania Core Standards. All District Assessment Coordinators have access to the CDTs and addi�onal informa�on 

about the online tool is readily available on DRC’s eDIRECT website. 

match the grade level of the student’s assessment.  

Note: If a student is in Grade 8 at any "me during the current school year, he/she must par"cipate in the Grade 8 assessment.    

The PSSAs are available online through DRC’s INSIGHT test engine. If interested, LEAs are s�ll able to have students test online. 

Star�ng in mid-February, LEAs can create online test sessions for any student taking at least one subject online. Online Tools Train-

ings (OTTs) and Tutorials provide a hands-on experience in online tes�ng and are currently available.  

Student Precode Labels will be produced for all valid student records provided to DRC from the December PIMS Internal Snapshot. 

Schools do not have to establish paper test sessions in eDIRECT to receive precode labels. Schools tes�ng online must establish 

online test sessions in eDIRECT to receive test �ckets.  

Assessment Coordinators must access eDIRECT to create online test sessions, order addi�onal materials, and update the Materials 

Receipt No�ce (MRN) and Materials Accountability Form (MAF). As a reminder, each LEA should record the receipt and return of 

secure material via the MRN and MAF.  

The scoring guidelines for mathema�cs and science will be presented as separate handouts. The grades 4–8 mathema�cs scoring 

guidelines will also include formula sheets. For English Language Arts, the Wri�ng prompt and TDA prompt writer’s checklists will 

be provided as a separate reference document while the scoring guidelines will be located in the back of the test booklets. 

PSSA Grade Par�cipa�on (cont. from page 1) 

CDT Content 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 

 2015-2016  

(as of 1.6.16) 

Math 105,809 123,659 523,575  265,394 

Reading/Literature 267,794 285,316 543,745  271,481 

Science 40,349 55,220 275,276  128,900 

Wri�ng/English Composi�on 21,928 26,602 66,209  38,760 

Total 786,193 809,993 1,408,805  704,535 



Spring Keystone Exams 

The Spring Keystone Exams tes�ng window is May 16–27, 

2016.  The  Algebra I, Literature, and Biology exams should be 

administered to any students who have finished the corre-

sponding course work.   

Addi�onally, students who will be in grade 11 in spring 2016 

and have not yet taken an exam should be administered the 

exams for inclusion in 2016 accountability and School Perfor-

mance Profile calcula�ons. Grade 11 students who have not 

passed may take the exams again in order to a&ain proficien-

cy for the 2016 repor�ng cycle. Ordering materials for the 

Spring Keystone Exams occurred October 27–31, 2015. 

Test Setup for the produc�on of precode labels for the Spring 

Keystone Exams will be available March 14-18, 2016. In order 

to receive precode labels for the Spring Keystone Exams, pa-

per test sessions must be created in eDIRECT during this win-

dow. Student records provided to DRC from PIMS will be 

available in eDIRECT to assist with the test setup process. 

Secure materials for the Spring Keystone Exams will arrive by  

May 2, 2016. Schools should be prepared to handle both out-

going PSSA materials and incoming Keystone materials at this 

�me. 
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The Correc�ons System for the 2015/2016 Winter Keystone 

Exams will be available February 10-16, 2016.  During this 

window, every LEA is required to provide or update student 

demographic informa�on (PAsecureID, Last Name, First 

Name, and DOB) for any student records that are not 

matched to PIMS. Because the Keystone Exams’ scores are 

calculated as the best score over mul�ple administra�ons, the 

system will also allow users to link student records from the 

current administra�on to past Keystone Exams test events. 

There will be no live training for this system. A training video 

and a user guide are available on the DRC eDIRECT website. 

The Winter Keystone District Student Data Files will be availa-

ble via eDIRECT on February 29, 2016.  These files contain the 

individual student’s results. Access to student results in eDI-

RECT is limited to the Repor�ng Contact on file with DRC. See 

page 4 for other repor�ng dates. 

The Summer Keystone Exams Enrollment System on eDIRECT 

will be available April 6-12, 2016.  During this window, LEA’s 

will have the ability to update contact informa�on and pro-

vide projected school-level tes�ng counts.  

The informa�on collected in this system will be used to deter-

mine material counts and the delivery loca�ons.  Counts must 

be provided during this window to receive tes�ng materials 

for the 2016 Summer Keystone Exams. The tes�ng window for 

the Summer Keystone Exams is August 1-5, 2016.  

Winter Keystone Exams 

Summer Keystone Exams 

Need assistance? 

Contact DRC PA  

Customer Service at 

1-800-451-7849 

PDE will be hosting a video conference of the 2016 PSSA administration training. The PSSA administration training will no longer be 

presented as live and video linked sessions from the IUs and  PaTTAN offices.  

PDE’s training will include monitoring procedures, proper test security, planning for the assessment, and par�cipa�on policies. PDE 

will provide specifics on the date, �me, and link for the presenta�on in an upcoming PennLink.  

DRC will be hos�ng a separate administra�on training to demonstrate managing the receipt and return of paper materials, apply-

ing barcode labels, and administra�ng the online assessments through eDIRECT. DRC will send addi�onal correspondence regard-

ing this training.  

This informa�on being presented in both trainings is cri�cal to the administra�on of these assessments; therefore, it is required 

that every LEA have at least one representa�ve a&end the training. These are train-the-trainer sessions. It is expected that the 

a&endee deliver the informa�on to his/her coordinators and test administrators.  

PSSA Administra�on Training 
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Key Dates 

Winter Keystone 

Correc�ons/Match-to-Master Window February 10-16, 2016 

District Student Data Files Available February 29, 2016 

School and District Summary Reports Available March 25, 2016 

Individual Student Reports (ISRs) Available in the Field April 4, 2016 

PSSA 

Online Test Setup Open February 22, 2016 

Non-secure Test Materials Arrive at Districts/Schools March 14, 2016 

Secure Test Materials Arrive at Districts/Schools March 28, 2016 

English Language Arts Test Window April 11-15, 2016 

Mathema�cs Test Window  April 18-22, 2016 

Science Test Window April 25-29, 2016 

ELA, Math, Science Make-up Test Window May 1-6, 2016 

Deadline for Districts to return materials to DRC for processing May 13, 2016 

Spring Keystone 

Test Setup Window to Receive Precode Labels March 14-18, 2016 

Non-secure Test Materials Arrive at Districts/Schools April 18, 2016 

Secure Test Materials Arrive at Districts/Schools May 2, 2016 

Tes�ng Window May 16-27, 2016 

Summer Keystone   

Enrollment Window April 6-12, 2016 

Tes�ng Window August 1-5, 2016 


