
Notes on Range and Content: Secondary 

 

Note on range and content of student reading 

To become college and career ready, students must grapple with works of 

exceptional craft and thought whose range extends across genres, cultures, 

and centuries. Such works offer profound insights into the human condition 

and serve as models for students’ own thinking and writing. Along with 

high-quality contemporary works, these texts should be chosen from 

among seminal U.S. documents, the classics of American literature, and the 

timeless dramas of Shakespeare. Through wide and deep reading of 

literature and literary nonfiction of steadily increasing sophistication, 

students gain a reservoir of literary and cultural knowledge, references, 

and images; the ability to evaluate intricate arguments; and the capacity to 

surmount the challenges posed by complex texts. 

 

 

Note on range and content of student writing 

For students, writing is a key means of asserting and defending claims, 

showing what they know about a subject, and conveying what they have 

experienced, imagined, thought, and felt. To be college- and career ready 

writers, students must take task, purpose, and audience into careful 

consideration, choosing words, information, structures, and formats 

deliberately. They need to know how to combine elements of different 

kinds of writing—for example, to use narrative strategies within argument 

and explanation within narrative— to produce complex and nuanced 

writing. They need to be able to use technology strategically when creating, 

refining, and collaborating on writing. They have to become adept at 

gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material accurately, 

reporting findings from their research and analysis of sources in a clear and 

cogent manner. They must have the flexibility, concentration, and fluency 

to produce high-quality first draft text under a tight deadline as well as the 

capacity to revisit and make improvements to a piece of writing over 

multiple drafts when circumstances encourage or require it. 
 

  



Note on range and content of student speaking and listening 

To become college and career ready, students must have ample opportunities 

to take part in a variety of rich, structured conversations—as part of a whole 

class, in small groups, and with a partner—built around important content in 

various domains. 

They must be able to contribute appropriately to these conversations, to make 

comparisons and contrasts, and to analyze and synthesize a multitude of ideas 

in accordance with the standards of evidence appropriate to a particular 

discipline. Whatever their intended major or profession, high school 

graduates will depend heavily on their ability to listen attentively to others so 

that they are able to build on others’ meritorious ideas while expressing their 

own clearly and persuasively. New technologies have broadened and 

expanded the role that speaking and listening play in acquiring and sharing 

knowledge and have tightened their link to other forms of communication. 

The Internet has accelerated the speed at which connections between 

speaking, listening, reading, and writing can be made, requiring that students 

be ready to use these modalities nearly simultaneously. Technology itself is 

changing quickly, creating a new urgency for students to be adaptable in 

response to change. 

 

Note on range and content of student language use 

To be college and career ready in language, students must have firm control 

over the conventions of standard English. At the same time, they must come to 

appreciate that language is as at least as much a matter of craft as of rules and 

be able to choose words, syntax, and punctuation to express themselves and 

achieve particular functions and rhetorical effects. They must also have 

extensive vocabularies, built through reading and study, enabling them to 

comprehend complex texts and engage in purposeful writing about and 

conversations around content. They need to become skilled in determining or 

clarifying the meaning of words and phrases they encounter, choosing flexibly 

from an array of strategies to aid them. They must learn to see an individual 

word as part of a network of other words—words, for example, that have 

similar denotations but different connotations. The inclusion of Language 

standards in their own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills 

related to conventions, effective language use, and vocabulary are 

unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they are 

inseparable from such contexts. 


