
 
 
 
 
  

What you will know and be able to do: 

 Identify the components of a transition 
plan based on current research. 

 Identify the target transition times and 
align the key educational components at 
each level. 

 Describe the challenge areas that impact 
transitions as identified through district 
data analysis to determine the root cause. 

 Identify strategies and the barriers to the 
transition process 

Evidence of Learning: 

 Develop a framework for a comprehensive 
transition plan. 

 Analyze sample data to identify and 
prioritize critical transition times. 

 Recognize the need for alignment of the 
key educational components and 
determine structures and practices to 
support transitions for 
o Economically disadvantaged students; 
o Special education students; 
o Dual language learners 
o New students due to student mobility. 

 Analyze systems to determine 
structures and practices to support 
seamless transitions. 

 
 

 
The primary goal of transition planning is 
to ensure that all students have 
opportunities to experience academic 
excellence and a strong sense of well-
being.  
 
Learning is a continuous process; 
transition planning is important for all who 
educate and guide students.  
 
Components of an effective transition 
process for students include the alignment 
of school, family and student expectations. 
  
Families constitute an important partner in 
the transition process and in the support 
of their student’s academic success.  
 
Challenges to this transition process 
include socio-economic status, cultural 
differences and language barriers.  

 

 

Transition is the movement from 
“one state of certainty to another 
with a period of uncertainty in 
between.” 
 
(Schilling, Snow, and Schinke, 1988, p.2). 
 

Research suggests that children who 
make a smooth transition and 
experience early school success tend 
to maintain higher levels of social 
competence and academic 
achievement. 
 
(Alexander & Entwisle, 1988; Early, Pianta, & 
Cox, 1999; Luster & McAdoo, 1996; Shepard & 
Smith, 1989) 

 



 
 

Successful Transitions along 
the Literacy Continuum 

Keystones to 
Opportunity: 
Pennsylvania’s Vision for 
Sustainable Growth in Reading 
Achievement 

It is important to focus on the transition 
points of 

 pre-school to kindergarten; 

  elementary school to middle 
school;  

 and middle school to secondary 
school   

for the alignment of standards-based 
curriculum, instruction, assessment and 
goals. 

 
 
Standards are designed to build on 
previous knowledge and skills. Providing 
students with the necessary background 
and pre-requisite knowledge is a critical 
first step in the alignment process. 

 

 

The transition process should be 
anchored in your school’s vision of 
success for each student and your 
commitment to improving their 
educational experience.  
 
Transition research continues to clarify 
the need for students to make 
connections and develop relationships 
to support resiliency. As students 
transition into new settings, either as a 
result of mobility or through a 
transition point in the promotion 
process, the lack of a personal 
connection is often a source of student 
disengagement, resulting in academic 
failure. 
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