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1b Demonstrating Knowledge of Students
Teachers don’t teach content in the abstract; they teach it to students. In order to ensure stu-

dent learning, therefore, teachers must know not only their subject content and its related
pedagogy but the students to whom they wish to teach that content. In ensuring student learn-
ing, teachers must appreciate what recent research in cognitive psychology has confirmed:
namely, that students learn through active intellectual engagement with content. While there are
patterns in cognitive, social, and emotional developmental stages typical of different age groups,
students learn in their individual ways and may come with gaps or misconceptions that the
teacher needs to uncover in order to plan appropriate learning activities. In addition, students
have lives beyond school, lives that include athletic and musical pursuits, activities in their neigh-
borhoods, and family and cultural traditions. Students whose first language is not English, as
well as students with other special needs, must be considered when planning lessons and iden-
tifying resources that will ensure their understanding. Elements of component 1b: 

Knowledge of child and adolescent development
Children learn differently at different stages of their lives.

Knowledge of the learning process
Learning requires active intellectual engagement.

Knowledge of students’ skills, knowledge, and language proficiency
Children’s lives beyond school influence their learning.

Knowledge of students’ interest and cultural heritage
Children’s backgrounds influence their learning.

Knowledge of students’ special needs
Children do not all develop in a typical fashion.
Indicators:
• Formal and informal information about students gathered by teacher for use in planning

instruction
• Student interests and needs learned and used by teacher in planning
• Teacher participation in community cultural events
• Teacher-designed opportunities for families to share heritage
• Teacher-created database of students with special needs available for teacher use
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1b Demonstrating Knowledge of Students—Possible Examples

Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished

The lesson plan in-
cludes a teacher pres-
entation for an entire
30-minute period to a
group of 7-year-olds.

The teacher plans to
give her ELL students
the same writing as-
signment she gives
the rest of the class.

The teacher plans to
teach his class Christ-
mas carols, despite
the fact that he has
four religions repre-
sented among his stu-
dents.

The teacher‘s lesson
plan has the same as-
signment for the en-
tire class, in spite of
the fact that one activ-
ity is beyond the
reach of some stu-
dents.

In the unit on Mexico,
the teacher has not
incorporated perspec-
tives from the three
Mexican-American
children in the class.

Lesson plans make
only peripheral refer-
ence to students’ in-
terests.

The teacher knows
that some of her stu-
dents have IEPs, but
they’re so long that
she hasn’t read them
yet.

The teacher creates
an assessment of stu-
dents’ levels of cogni-
tive development.

The teacher examines
previous year’s cumu-
lative folders to ascer-
tain the proficiency
levels of groups of
students in the class.

The teacher adminis-
ters a student interest
survey at the begin-
ning of the school
year.

The teacher plans ac-
tivities based on stu-
dent-interest.

The teacher knows
that five of her stu-
dents are in the Gar-
den Club; she plans
to have them discuss
horticulture as part of
the next biology les-
son.

The teacher realizes
that not all of his stu-
dents are Christian
and so he plans to
read a Hanukkah
story in December.

The teacher plans to
ask her Spanish-
speaking students to
discuss their ancestry
as part of their social
studies unit on South
America.

The teacher plans his
lesson with three dif-
ferent follow-up activi-
ties, designed to meet
the varied ability lev-
els of his students.

The teacher plans to
provide multiple proj-
ect options; students
will self-select the
project that best
meets their individual
approach to learning.

The teacher encour-
ages students to be
aware of their individ-
ual reading levels and
make independent
reading choices that
will be challenging,
but not too difficult.

The teacher attends
the local Mexican her-
itage day, meeting
several of his stu-
dents’ extended fami-
lies.

The teacher regularly
creates adapted as-
sessment materials
for several students
with learning disabili-
ties.
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Teacher does not understand child devel-
opment characteristics and has unrealistic
expectations for students.

Teacher does not try to ascertain varied
ability levels among students in the class.

Teacher is not aware of student interests or
cultural heritages.

Teacher takes no responsibility to learn
about students’ medical or learning
disabilities.

Teacher cites developmental theory but
does not seek to integrate it into lesson
planning.

Teacher is aware of the different ability lev-
els in the class but tends to teach to the
“whole group.”

The teacher recognizes that children have
different interests and cultural backgrounds
but rarely draws on their contributions or
differentiates materials to accommodate
those differences.

The teacher is aware of medical issues and
learning disabilities with some students but
does not seek to understand the
implications of that knowledge.

Teacher demonstrates little or no
understanding of how students learn and
little knowledge of students’ backgrounds,
cultures, skills, language proficiency, inter-
ests, and special needs and does not seek
such understanding.

Teacher indicates the importance of under-
standing how students learn and the
students’ backgrounds, cultures, skills, lan-
guage proficiency, interests, and special
needs, and attains this knowledge about
the class as a whole.

UNSATISFACTORY BASIC

Critical Attributes
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The teacher knows, for groups of students,
their levels of cognitive development.

The teacher is aware of the different cultural
groups in the class.

The teacher has a good idea of the range of
interests of students in the class.

The teacher has identified “high,” “medium,”
and “low” groups of students within the class.

The teacher is well informed about students’
cultural heritage and incorporates this knowl-
edge in lesson planning.

The teacher is aware of the special needs rep-
resented by students in the class.

In addition to the characteristics of “proficient”:

The teacher uses ongoing methods to assess
students’ skill levels and designs instruction
accordingly.

The teacher seeks out information about their
cultural heritage from all students.

The teacher maintains a system of updated
student records and incorporates medical
and/or learning needs into lesson plans.

Teacher understands the active nature of stu-
dent learning and attains information about
levels of development for groups of students. 

The teacher also purposefully seeks knowledge
from several sources of students’ backgrounds,
cultures, skills, language proficiency, interests,
and special needs and attains this knowledge
about groups of students.

Teacher actively seeks knowledge of students’
levels of development and their backgrounds,
cultures, skills, language proficiency, interests,
and special needs from a variety of sources.
This information is acquired for individual stu-
dents.

PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED
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